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Thank you for taking time to review this report on our 2017–2018 season. 

We are excited to share the success of a season of great performances, 
including a wonderful evening with world-renowned cellist Yo-Yo Ma. 
Our School-Time Matiness provided thousands of young people with 
the opportunity to attend performances at Eisenhower Auditorium. The 
broad range of our programs provides many enriching experiences for 
students and our community. 

Surrounding all our presentations and in support of our audience 
development program, we were proud to offer a rich array of engage-
ment activities, many involving our guest artists. A highlight included 
the first year of our Diversity and Inclusion Collaborative.

You will learn more about the presentation of a new work by composer 
Caroline Shaw, which continued our long association with the national 
commissioning consortium Music Accord. As part of the ongoing 
project to maintain and upgrade Eisenhower, we were excited to install 
a state-of-the-art sound system. Be sure to notice the inspirational 
story of our Distinguished Service Awardees, Gay and Jim Dunne.

Making it all possible is a dedicated and professional staff, many 
volunteers, loyal patrons, donors, and supporters. We are grateful to 
have the opportunity each year to connect so many across central 
Pennsylvania with the joy and wonder of the performing arts.

Yours truly,

George Trudeau 
Director, Center for the Performing Arts at Penn State

Letter from 
the Director
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Vision
Enriching lives through inspiring experiences

Mission
The Center for the Performing Arts provides a 
context, through artistic connections, to the human 
experience. By bringing artists and audiences 
together, we spark discovery of passion, inspiration, 
and inner truths. We are a motivator for creative 
thinking and examination of our relationship with  
the world.
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Arts Leadership

We believe artistic distinction and exceptional 
experiences are the cornerstones of the Center 
for the Performing Arts and are integral to our 
position of national leadership.

People First

We value everyone who benefits from and 
contributes to the Center for the Performing 
Arts. We take pride in fostering an environment 
of mutual respect, teamwork, and high ethical 
standards in which everyone’s involvement is 
honored, supported, and appreciated.

Service Focused

We provide our constituencies and partners  
with a consistently high level of support, access, 
and opportunities ensuring the greatest possible 
inclusiveness, diversity, and enrichment for  
those we serve.

Creative Innovation

We seek and promote innovative, provocative, 
and risk-taking ideas and creative approaches 
across our organization.

Committed Stewardship

We ensure fiscal health, sustain superior facilities, 
create self-sustaining systems, and support the 
reduction of our environmental footprint through 
our business model, practices, and policies.

Core Values
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Each performance was in Eisenhower  
Auditorium, unless indicated as having  
been in Schwab Auditorium (SA).

Cécile McLorin Salvant
Thursday, September 14 (SA)

Flip FabriQue
Catch Me!
Wednesday, October 11

Lila Downs
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, October 17

A GENTLEMAN’S GUIDE  
TO LOVE & MURDER
Thursday, October 19

So Percussion 
with Dawn Upshaw & Gilbert Kalish
Tuesday, October 24 (SA)

Straight Outta Philly
featuring
Rennie Harris Puremovement 
and Philadanco!
Friday, October 27

Yo-Yo Ma and Kathryn Stott
Friday, November 3

Spanish Harlem Orchestra
Thursday, November 9

THE SOUND OF MUSIC
Tuesday, November 14 
Wednesday, November 15

Apollo’s Fire
The Cleveland Baroque Orchestra
Jeannette Sorrell, conductor 
Christmas on Sugarloaf Mountain: 
A Celtic-Appalachian Celebration
with Amanda Powell, soprano,  
and Ross Hauck, tenor
Thursday, November 30 (SA)

Presentations

ticket sales

tickets sold

32,921
tickets distributed 

35,647

2017–2018
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Camerata RCO
Wednesday, January 24 (SA)

The Birdland All-Stars
featuring Tommy Igoe 
Friday, January 26

Yamato: The Drummers of Japan
Chousensha – The Challengers 
Tuesday, January 30

Mr. Popper’s Penguins
Based on the book by  
Richard and Florence Atwater
Produced by Casa Mañana by arrangement
with Kenny Wax Family Entertainment  
and TC Beech
Sunday, February 11

Bill Charlap Trio 
Tuesday, February 13 (SA)

Wu Han, piano
Philip Setzer, violin
David Finckel, cello 
Thursday, February 15 (SA)

Rodgers + Hammerstein’s
CINDERELLA 
Tuesday, February 20 
Wednesday, February 21

Presentations
Dorrance Dance
ETM: Double Down 
Tuesday, February 27

Che Malambo 
Thursday, March 15

National Symphony Orchestra of Cuba
Enrique Pérez Mesa, music director
Yekwon Sunwoo, pianist
Tuesday, March 20

DIRTY DANCING
THE CLASSIC STORY ON STAGE
Wednesday, March 21 
Thursday, March 22

Danish String Quartet 
Friday, April 6 (SA)

MUMMENSCHANZ • you & me 
Sunday, April 8

JERSEY BOYS
Tuesday, April 17 
Wednesday, April 18

ticket sales

performances

28
Penn State  
student attendance

31%
99

Dorrance Dance
photo by Christopher Duggan



Presentations  
and Participation
Total Events: 137
all events in all supported venues

Total Attendance: 69,176
all public events in Eisenhower and Schwab auditoriums

Attendance by Groups: 3,330
Center for the Performing Arts presentations

Center for the Performing Arts Presentations: 24

Student-Sponsored Events: 8

University Presentations: 18

Academic Presentations: 36
included Penn State School of Music concerts supported at various venues

Community Events: 6
CityChurch, Nittany Valley Symphony (2),  
Performing Arts School of Central Pennsylvania (2),  
and MindBodyArt School of Dance

Rentals: 2 
Straight No Chaser and Gordon Lightfoot

Gordon Lightfoot
photo courtesy of Greenhouse Productions
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Income  
and Expenses
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The Center for the Performing Arts organizational budget totaled $4,545,137. Fifty-seven percent  
of revenues were earned and contributed through tickets sales and services, facility and equipment 
rentals, performance program advertising, concession sales, fundraising, grants, and endowments. 

fiscal year 2017–2018 income

42% earned income
Ticket Sales 26%, Rentals 11%,  
Other Earned Income 5%

15% development income
Contributions 12%, Grants 1%,  
Endowment Support 2%

43% university support

fiscal year 2017–2018 expenses 

79% program and events

14% general and  
administrative

3% equipment and  
capital improvements

3% development

1% grants and special projects



George Trudeau
Director and Associate Clinical Professor,  
College of Arts and Architecture

Lea Asbell-Swanger
Assistant Director

Annie Doncsecz
Finance Director

Jara Dorsey-Lash
Associate Director of Development

Tracy Noll
Sales and Development Services Director

Laura Sullivan
Marketing and Communications Director

Amy Dupain Vashaw
Audience and Program Development Director

Shannon Arney
Assistant Ticket Manager

Erin Baskin
Graphic Designer

Erik Baxter
Multimedia Specialist

Shannon Bishop
Downtown Ticket Manager

Len Codispot-Anderson
Group Sales and Donor Relations Manager

Aimee Crihfield
Contracts/Logistics Coordinator

Medora Ebersole
Education and Community Programs Manager

Hope Falk
Student Engagement Manager

Angela Harbst
Assistant to the Director

Deanna Heichel
Assistant Finance Director

Tom Hesketh
Events Manager

Christine Igoe
Ticket Manager

Kelly Kaiserian
Audience Services Manager

Heather Longley
Communications Specialist

Rick MacZura
Production Supervisor

Heather Mannion
Marketing Strategy Specialist

Joi McKenzie
Downtown Ticket Manager

John Mark Rafacz
Editorial Manager

Mark Tinik
Production Supervisor

Jason Winfield
Production Supervisor

Center for the  
Performing Arts Staff
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Community  
Advisory Council

chair

Lam Hood

vice chair

Mary Ellen Litzinger

Judy Albrecht

Jennifer Bailey 

Barry Bram

Stephanie Corcino

Ed Galus

Charlene Gaus

Tom Hogan

Rich Kalin

Charles “Chick” King

Eileen Leibowitz

Elinor “Ellie” Lewis

Christine Lichtig

Larry Mroz

Sally Schaadt

Melinda Stearns 

Kenton Stuck

Sue Thorpe

Lillian Upcraft

student representatives

August Jenkins

Eleanor King

Jesse Scott

Anthony Stem

Marissa Works

Workforce

Volunteer Event 
Staff Advisory 
Board

Ruth Bell

Jean Bloom

Roger Cartright

Dave Cowher

Vicky Droll

Emily Gregory

Grace Long

Kathy Matason

Barbara Reed

26 full-time employees

51 part-time employees

86 student employees

102 volunteers

7 interns
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Executive Circle
$5,000 and more

Bob and Sonia Hufnagel
Chick King and Betty Scott
Barbara Palmer

Leadership Circle
$3,000 to $4,999

Patricia Best and Thomas Ray
Lynn Sidehamer Brown 
Dr. Keith Cheng and Dr. Shou Ling Leong
Mimi Barash Coppersmith
Janet Fowler Dargitz  

and Karl George Stoedefalke
Marty and Joan Duff
Blake and Linda Gall
Helen A. Harvey
Beverly Hickey
Dorsey and Sherry Houtz
Richard and Sally Kalin
Eileen W. Leibowitz
Dan and Peggy Hall LeKander
Mary Ellen and Tom Litzinger
Pieter and Lida Ouwehand

Directors Circle
$2,000 to $2,999

Anonymous
Jennifer Bailey and Philip Bosha
Grace M. Bardine
Marie Bednar
Lynn Donald Breon
Rod and Shari Erickson
Edward R. Galus
Arnold and Marty Gasche
Richard B. Gidez
John and Carol Graham
David and Margaret Gray
Bill Jaffe

Kay F. Kustanbauter
Benson and Christine Lichtig
Louis P. Silverman and Veronica A. Samborsky
Youmeus

Encore Circle
$1,000 to $1,999

Pamela M. Aikey
Judith Albrecht and Denny Gioia
Bill and Debbie Atwater Asbury
Mary and Hu Barnes
Jack and Diana Brenizer
Steve and Sandy Elbin
Edda and Francis G. Gentry
Steven L. Herb and Sara Willoughby-Herb
Lam and Lina Hood
Michael P. Johnson and Maureen Mulderig
James and Bonnie Knapp
Stan and Debra Latta
Fred and Carol Lucas
Kenneth and Irene Mcllvried
Dotty Rigby
Sally L. Schaadt
Robert Schmalz
Jackson and Diane Spielvogel
Susan and Lewis Steinberg
Sue Thorpe
Mark and JoAnne Westerhaus
David and Diane Wisniewski

Advocate
$500 to $999

Ned and Inga Book
Alan Brown
Richard Carlson and Lori Forlizzi
Lee and Joan Coraor
Joseph and Annie Doncsecz
Michael and Ann Dotsey
Nancy S. Gamble
Bill and Connie Hayes

Members
We appreciate the support of Center for the Performing Arts  
members during 2017–2018.
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Chris and Gail Hurley
James and Barbara Korner
Elinor C. Lewis
John and Michelle Mason
Patrick W. and Susan N. Morse
Marcia and Bill Newton
Jack and Sue Poremba
Patricia Hawbaker Quinlivan
William Rabinowitz
Andy and Kelly Renfrew
Shirley Sacks
Robert and Peggy Schlegel
Paul and K.C. Sheeler
Marilynne W. Stout
Kenton Stuck
George and Debbie Trudeau
Mary Jane and William Wild
Terry and Pat Williams
Craig and Diane Zabel
Charlotte Zmyslo

Partner
$250 to $499

Lynn and Ellis Abramson
Lou and Bernadette Barth
Sven and Carmen Bilén
David and Katharine Blandford
Barry Bram and Laura Perry
Walter Broughton and Joseph A. Fennewald
Stephanie Corcino
In Memory of Doris Croskey
Jo Dixon
Terry and Janice Engelder
Bob and Ellen Frederick
Joe French
Catherine Greenham
Jodi Hakes
Peg and Don Hambrick
Elizabeth A. Hanley and Patrick Kolivoski
Sue Haug
Dawn E. Hawkins
Elizabeth Herzog
Jim and Susan Houser
Steven and Shirley Hsi
Anne F. Hummer
Allen and Nancy Jacobson
Cindy and Al Jones
Daniel and Kathleen Jones
Harry B. Kropp and Edward J. Legutko
Mark and Theresa Lafer
Gretchen Leathers
Dorothy Lutz
Richard and Juanita Lysle

Eva and Ira Pell
Mary and Gary Petersen
Guy and Grace Pilato
Lisa Preis and Jeffrey Wong
Mike and Joan Roseberry
Vaughn and Kay Shirk
Donald L. Smith and Merrill Budlong
Nancy and Wade VanLandingham
Shawn and Amy Vashaw
Barbara and Joel A. Weiss
David and Betsy Will
Carl and Sharon Winter
David and Connie Yocum
Cal and Pam Zimmerman

Friend
$150 to $249

Anne Anderson
Anonymous
Scott and Sandy Balboni
Dr. Henry and Elaine Brzycki
John M. Carroll and Mary Beth Rosson
John Collins and Mary Brown
Corinne and Roger Coplan
Shirley J. Coploff
Scott and Amy Crownover
George and Bunny Dohn
MaryAnn Domitrovitz
Mr. and Mrs. N.A. Dubil, Jr.
The Egan Family
Barry and Patti Fisher
Pamela Francis
Estelle Frankl
Karen and Randy Funk
Andy and Toni Gates
P.L. Gavazzi
David and Kay Green
Miles and Tawni Guralnick
John Lloyd Hanson
Betty Harper and Scott Sheeder
Ann and Tom Hettmansperger
Tom and Sandy Hood
Jackie and John Hook
Anne and Lynn Hutcheson
George and Diane Kesidis
Deborah Klevans
Daniel Larson and Melina Porro
Michael and Jara Lash
Sharon and David Lieb
Bob and Janice Lindsay
Herb and Trudy Lipowsky
Jane and Edward Liszka
John and Nancy Lowe
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Lyle Merriman
June Miller
Gary and Judy Mitchell
Betty and John Moore
Mark and Minda Morath
Robert F. and Donna C. Nicely
Joe and Sandy Niebel
Barbara Peterson
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Polis
Proforma LLH Promos, LLC
Ed and Georgia Reutzel
Ford and Mary Risley
Tom and Marlene Russo
Midori Savage
Susan J. Scheetz
Melissa and Paul Sherbondy
Ronald Glen Smith
Joe and Jackie Sobel
Ben Sporay and Tom Renehan
Barry and Ellen Stein
JoLaine Teyssier
James and Deena Ultman
Merita and Bruce Valoris
James and Christine Vrentas
Larry and Donna Walker
Roselee Williams
Alice Wilson and Friends
Debra Christensen Young

Member
$50 to $149

Gregg and Michele Allen
Anonymous 
Jason Bargender
Reg and Diane Bartram
Lisa Benson
Mr. Ernest Bergman
Chandra Bose
Mary Lee Kerr and Tim Bralower
John Bukowski and Cathy Stenson
Philip and Susan Burlingame
David and Marie Caster
Kevin and Suzanne Cheesebrough
Rebecca Cianci
Kristine Clark and Craig Weidemann
Andrea Commaker
Rob Confer
Ms. Ellen Dashem
Lynne and Tony De Luca
Frank and Mary Deutsch
David and Paula Diedrich
Ms. Anita Ditz
Robert and Joann Dornich

Marti Franklin Duffy
Michelle M. Eaton
Peggy Ekdahl
Barney Finberg
Chris Flavin
Ted Gabriel and Lori Steffensen
Michael Gabrovsek and Susan Traynor
Pamela W Garbini
Dennis and Ellen Gilson
Amy Greenberg
Bud and Irma Grimm
Dan and Debbey Grow
David Hall
Andrea Harrington
Mary Herold
Joyce Hoffman
Todd and Toni Irvin
Ann and George Johnstone
Mel Kaulkin
Laura and Peter Kemper
Pamela Kennedy
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Kirkpatrick
Jeanne Kitko
Sally T. F. Knapp
Knechtel Family
John F. Knepp
Patricia Koch and Lawrence Koch
Jim Nolan and Rocky Landers
Ralph Licastro and Laura Reidy
Jane M. Linsky
Marie Lloyd
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The Jazz Train
$300 or more

Bill and Debbie Atwater Asbury
Jennifer Bailey and Philip Bosha
Patricia Best and Thomas Ray
David and Susan Beyerle
Lynn Donald Breon
David and Lisa Coggins
Annie Copeland
Sarah and Paul Damaske
Gordon F. DeJong
Jim and Polly Dunn
Edward R. Galus
Arnold and Marty Gasche
Charlene and Frank Gaus
John Groenveld
Lee Grover and Anita Bear
Steven L. Herb and Sara Willoughby-Herb

Doreen Long
Richard Manning
Harold and Priscilla McFerren
Westcott McKellop Family
Arline Miller
Scott and Mary Miller
Rick and Tami Mistrick
Janet K. Muhlert
Jon and Naomi Nelson
Robert Nelson
Gloria Nieweg
Harold Parks
Carol Pataky
Camille Barczak Payne
Kasia Pelka
Elizabeth Pennock
Bob and Lynn Phillips
Lori Propst
Michael Pursley
Dave and Ginny Ray
Paula Rhodes
David and Mary Richards
Len and Nancy Rockey
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Rockwell
John and Donna Romig
Rocco and Lorraine Rosamilia
Jasmin Ruback
Jean Rupert-Folkers
Ben and Terrill Salter
Chris and Gary Schell

Ken Schmell
Serago Yu Family
JoAnn and Rich Shore
Paul Shrivastava
Laura J. Simon
Guy Simpson
Susan K. Smith
Roger L. and Jo Snyder
Kepler Sones
Alicia Spence and Steve Benner
Karen and Robert Spicer
Paul and Barbara Spring
Andrew and Susan Stephenson
Richard Steuernagle
Tom and Lori Stevens
Mary Jane Stout
Christine Suhey
William Taylor and Andrea Mastro
Suzann Tedesco
David Thomas and Diane Zell
Nancy Toepfer
Mrs. Barbara L. Van Horn
Svetla Vitanova
Carol Wasson
Donna and Gene Weller
Heather and James Winfield
Nancy Wolf
Devra Wolfe
Jardian Wooten
Andy and Laura Zimmerman

Steven Hinckley and Sara Krome
Anne and Lynn Hutcheson
Bill Jaffe
Michael P. Johnson and Maureen Mulderig
Cindy and Al Jones
Kathleen S. Matason and Richard M. Smith
Dr. Marla L. Moon
Wilson and Maureen Moses
Annemarie Mountz
Larry and Kelly Mroz
Jack and Sue Poremba
Sylvia Ruggeri
Sally L. Schaadt
David and Ann Shallcross-Wolfgang
Louis P. Silverman and Veronica A. Samborsky
Dan and Melinda Stearns
S. Shyam Sunder, Ph.D.
Dan and Linda Treviño
Charlotte Zmyslo

17



Sponsors
Diamond $10,000 to $19,999 • Ruby $5,000 to $9,999 • Gold $4,000 to $4,999 • Silver $3,000 to $3,999 
Bronze $2,000 to $2,999 • Sponsor $1,000 to $1,999

Diamond
Tom and Mary Ellen Litzinger
The Village at Penn State

Ruby
Gay and James Dunne
Foxdale Village, A Quaker-Directed  

Continuing Care Retirement Community
Blake and Linda Gall
Rich and Sally Kalin
Northwest
TIAA
Sandra Zaremba and Richard Brown

Gold
A. W. & Sons
Patricia Best and Thomas Ray
Designer’s Studio
Kish Bank
Bob and Ruth Murray
Pieter W. and Lida Ouwehand

Silver
Pamela Aikey
Chick King and Betty Scott
Eileen Leibowitz
Elinor C. Lewis
Dotty Rigby

Bronze
Shirley J. Coploff
Steve and Sandy Elbin
Nancy Gamble
Lam and Lina Hood
Dr. Marla L. Moon
Richard and Jeane Singer

Sponsor
Judy Albrecht
Jack and Diana Brenizer
Lynn Sidehamer Brown
Mimi Barash Coppersmith
Elizabeth Hanley
Nancy Herron
Debra Latta
Lillian Upcraft
Larry Walker, Kissinger Bigatel  

& Brower Realtors
Pat Williams

Parking 
Helen A. Harvey
Mercedes-Benz Audi Volvo  

Volkswagen Nissan and Sprinter  
of State College

Thanks for the Support

We are grateful to these businesses, organizations, and individuals  
for supporting the Center for the Performing Arts 2017–2018 season.
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Media Sponsors
Forever Media, Inc.:  

93.7 THE BUS, HAPPY 103,  
BIG FROGGY 101, ESPN Radio 1450 AM,  
MAJIC 99, and News Radio 1390 WRSC

Happy Valley.com
Seven Mountains Media:  

B94.5, 95.3/3WZ, 97.1 WOWY,  
98.7 The FREQ

WATM-ABC23/WWCP-FOX8/ 
THIS TV/Antenna TV

WPSU
WTAJ-TV

Grants
Central Pennsylvania Convention  

and Visitors Bureau
National Endowment for the Arts
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts
University Park Student Fee Board

Yekwon Sunwoo
photo by Jeremy Enlow
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Hospitality  
Partners
The Atherton Hotel
Best Western Plus University Park Inn & Suites
Comfort Suites
Country Inn & Suites
Courtyard by Marriott
Daniel Vaughn Designs
Federal Taphouse
Gardners Candies
Happy Valley Hotels: Fairfield Inn & Suites, 

Hampton Inn & Suites, Holiday Inn Express, 
and SpringHill Suites

Huck Institutes of the Life Sciences
Hyatt Place State College
Lion Country Lodging: Carnegie Inn & Spa, 

Days Inn Penn State, Hilton Garden Inn,  
Nittany Budget Motel, Quality Inn,  
and Super 8

The Nittany Lion Inn
Paul’s Provisions 
Penn State Transportation Services
The Penn Stater Hotel and Conference Center
Ramada Conference Center 
Residence Inn by Marriott
Sleep Inn

Accessibility  
Outreach Program
The Center for the Performing Arts is 
committed to making the arts accessible to 
everyone and offers many services to patrons 
who need assistance in order to fully enjoy 
attending live performances. 

Thank you to the 2017–2018 program sponsor: 
Dr. Marla L. Moon

We thank the following individuals and organi-
zations for their ongoing support of our audio 
description and ticketing programs:

Nanette Anslinger
Rana McMurray Arnold
Hearing Loss Association of America,  

Central Pennsylvania Chapter

Penn State Affirmative Action Office,  
Office of the President

Penn State Facilities Resource Management, 
Office of Physical Plant

Sight-Loss Support Group of Central  
Pennsylvania, Inc.

Community  
Partners 
America Reads
Borough of State College
Centre Crest
For Good Performance Troupe
Holly Foy
Higher Achievement
Jana Marie Foundation
LION Bash
Cynthia Mazzant
Schlow Centre Region Library
State College Area High School

Penn State  
Partners
Alliance of Heroic Hearts
Alumni Association
Arts & Design Research Incubator
Ballroom Dance Club
Blue & White Society
Center for Arts & Crafts
Center for Science and the Schools
Coffee Club
College of Arts and Architecture
College of Earth and Mineral Sciences  

Museum and Art Gallery
College of Health and Human Development
College of the Liberal Arts
Communication Sciences and Disorders  

Program
Council of LionHearts
Dance Program
Department of Spanish, Italian, and Portuguese
Equal Opportunity Planning Committee
Graduate and Professional Student Association
Health Promotions and Wellness
LifeLink PSU
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Mexican-American Student Association
Music Service Club
National Student Speech-Language- 

Hearing Association
Office of the Vice President for Research
Penn State Altoona
Penn State Taiko
Performing Arts Council
Radiation Science & Engineering Center
Residence Life
School of Music
School of Theatre
Science Education
Shaver’s Creek Environmental Center
Student Affairs
Tapestry Dance Company
University Libraries

Endowments
Endowment Benefactors
Nina C. Brown Endowment
Honey and Bill Jaffe Endowment  

for Audience Development
McQuaide Blasko Endowment
Pieter and Lida Ouwehand Endowment

Endowments
Lynn Donald Breon Endowment *
Ben Bronstein ’61 Program Endowment  

for Jazz *
John L. Brown Jr.  

and Marlynn Steele Sidehamer Endowment
Richard Robert Brown Program Endowment
Norma and Ralph Condee Chamber  

Music Endowment
Eisenhower Auditorium Endowment
Sidney and Helen S. Friedman Endowment
Glenn and Nancy Gamble Endowment
Hall-LeKander Endowment
Meghan R. Mason Program Endowment *
William E. McTurk Endowment
Penn State International Dance  

Ensemble Endowment
Dotty and Paul Rigby  

Classical Music Endowment *
Gerald B. M. and Sylvia Stein Endowment *

* Future pledged endowment

Endowment Contributors
$150 or more 

JOHN L. BROWN JR. AND MARLYNN  
STEELE SIDEHAMER ENDOWMENT

The Sturtz-Davis Family

NINA C. BROWN ENDOWMENT

Pamela M. Aikey

RICHARD ROBERT BROWN PROGRAM  
ENDOWMENT

Richard Brown and Sandra Zaremba

NORMA AND RALPH CONDEE  
CHAMBER MUSIC ENDOWMENT 

Robert and Dorothy Cecil
William F. and Kathleen Dierkes Condee

HONEY AND BILL JAFFE ENDOWMENT  
FOR AUDIENCE DEVELOPMENT

John W. and Veda Kay Black
Honey and Bill Jaffe
Friends at Desert Princess
Russ and Lori Rose
Thomas J. Sharbaugh and Kristin R. Hayes
Richard and Susan Sokolov
Mark and Anne Toniatti
George and Debbie Trudeau

McQUAIDE BLASKO ENDOWMENT

Mr. and Mrs. James Horne

PIETER AND LIDA OUWEHAND  
ENDOWMENT

Pieter W. and Lida Ouwehand

PENN STATE INTERNATIONAL DANCE  
ENSEMBLE ENDOWMENT 

John H. Booske
Drs. Niti Goel and Dennis Walling 
Elizabeth A. Hanley and Patrick M. Kolivoski
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paired in concert with George Crumb’s song cycle 
The Winds of Destiny, composed for the same 
ensemble. Shaw is a multitalented composer, 
singer, violinist, and violist who performed at Penn 
State in 2016 with the vocal ensemble Roomful of 
Teeth. That performance included Shaw’s Pulitzer- 
Prize-winning Partita for Eight Voices.

“… the Shaw work is both  

brilliant and 
touching …”

In sharing the experience about the engagement 
with Music Accord colleagues, Center for the 
Performing Arts Director George Trudeau wrote: “I 
can attest that the Shaw work is both brilliant and 
touching, and with the Crumb makes for an in-
credible musical experience. We’ll perhaps never 
have so much percussion equipment on our stage 
at one time again! I’m so glad to be a part, with 
all of you, in supporting Caroline’s commission—
and that we could host the premiere. We enjoyed 
several days with everyone, including Caroline 
who came the day of the concert and still fit in a 
workshop for our composition students. Master 
classes by Dawn, Gil, and the So Percussion guys 
provided great opportunities for our students, and 
So Percussion charmed our donors at a dinner 
prior to their separate program as part of our 
Classical Coffeehouse series. The culminating 
performance was one of my most memorable ex-
periences here, one of those one-time-only events 
that makes it even more special.”

The Center for the Performing Arts has been a 
proud member of Music Accord, a national cham-
ber music commissioning consortium, since 2004. 
As a major university performing arts center, the 
Center for the Performing Arts has a responsibility 
to support the creation and presentation of new 
work by a variety of composers. 

Comprised of top classical music presenting 
organizations from throughout the United States, 
Music Accord commissions works in the cham-
ber music, instrumental recital, and song genres. 
The consortium’s goal is to create a significant 
number of works and to ensure presentation of 
those works in venues throughout the United 
States and, if the occasion arises, internationally. 
Music Accord awards commissions principally to 
performers who are U.S. citizens or who reside in 
the United States, and it assists those performers 
in selecting composers who are U.S. citizens or 
who reside in the United States. 

Each season, the Center for the Performing Arts 
presents at least one of the commissioned works. 
It also seeks to bring the composer to University 
Park to engage with students and community 
members, in addition to being on-hand for what 
sometimes is the premiere performance. The 
center was honored in October 2017 to present 
the world premiere of Caroline Shaw’s Narrow 
Seas. The commission—which brought together 
soprano Dawn Upshaw, pianist Gilbert Kalish, and 
the quartet So Percussion—was designed to be 

Narrow Seas 
premiere part of annual commitment 
to commissioning music 

Learn more about Music Accord 
http://musicaccord.org

-
-

-

http://musicaccord.org/index.htm
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2004–05 2005–06 2006–07 2007–08 2008–09 2009–10 2010–11 2011–12 2012–13 2013–14 2014–15 2015–16 2017–18

Elton John’s 
Aida

Munich 
Symphony 
Orchestra

violinist  
Joshua Bell  
and Academy  
of St. Martin  
in the Fields

Russian 
National 
Orchestra

Guthrie  
Theater and 
The Acting 
Company in 
King Henry V

Kronos  
Quartet

pianist  
Jonathan Biss

Irish Chamber 
Orchestra

Tafelmusik 
Baroque 
Orchestra

Apollo’s Fire: 
The Cleveland 
Baroque 
Orchestra

Tafelmusik 
Baroque 
Orchestra

Windscape 
quintet

Apollo’s Fire: 
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Gay and Jim Dunne aim to create a better world. 
For decades, the Bellefonte residents have 
donated their time, money, and expertise toward 
preserving the region’s culture, architecture, and 
history. Their dedication to sensory beautification 
of the musical type earned the couple the 2018 
Center for the Performing Arts Distinguished 
Service Award.

“Jim and Gay are most deserving of this award,” 
says center Director George Trudeau. The couple 
has supported the center since 2004, most often 
by funding events featuring music ensembles. 
“They are strong advocates for the center and the 
performing arts in our community,” he says.

Long before joining the Center for the Perform-
ing Arts as sponsors and prior to Gay’s stint as 
a member of the center’s Community Advisory 
Council, the now-retired dermatologists immers- 
ed themselves in beautifying their neighborhood.

The Dunnes’ acts of arts philanthropy started with 
the Bellefonte Historical and Cultural Associa-
tion’s Sunday afternoon concert series. In 1981, 
Jim started to organize the events, which feature 
classical, bluegrass and jazz ensembles, barber-
shop choruses, and the occasional children’s and 
theatrical programs. In the mid-’80s, the Dunnes 
led a campaign to help fund the rebuild of a  
donated 1880s Steinway piano.

The couple spent years volunteering for various 
boards and organizations focused on the better-
ment of physical and intangible environments.  

Together and individually, they were active with  
local groups, including Bellefonte Borough Council,  
Bellefonte Area School Board, Nittany Valley 
Symphony, Palmer Museum of Art, and Bellefonte 
Garden Club. But their arts appreciation started  
at a young age.

“We had music in our household. My father would 
play in barbershop quartets; my sister played the 
piano. I wasn’t good enough to play the trumpet, 
so they directed me to the French horn,” Jim 
recalls.

He performed in orchestras as a medical school 
intern and with classical music ensembles when 
he returned from Philadelphia to his hometown of 
State College. He still performs with the Nittany 
Valley Symphony.

Gay’s experience with music also started as a 
child growing up outside of Erie. Her mother was 
a self-taught pianist, and the inclination rubbed 
off. “There were popular songs. My mother had a 
lot of sheet music to play that sort of went around 
classical music (but) not the classics,” she says.

Her lessons included playing cello and piano 
and continued into adulthood with instruction by 
Phyllis Triolo and Steve Smith. She also sang with 
the State College Choral Society.

“That was good preparation and support for 
when we would perform together in chamber 
groups,” Gay says.

Dunne  
sponsor  
history

Gay and James Dunne  
share Distinguished Service Award
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The Dunnes also fostered the community’s appre-
ciation for visual arts, including Jim’s duties as 
organizer or guest curator for exhibits at Gamble 
Mill and Bellefonte Art Museum.

For a number of years, the Dunnes operated 
Adam & Art Gallery in Bellefonte, an exhibition 
space they modeled after the Palmer Museum. 
Despite attracting people from the State College 
area to Bellefonte, the gallery was more a labor 
of love, and the couple closed up shop before 
renting it out to Penn State master of fine arts 
candidates.

Not to be deterred, the Dunnes founded the 
Film Forum screening-and-discussion evenings 
that took place at venues throughout Bellefonte, 
including the Garman Opera House and Centre 
County Library and Historical Museum.

“What we wanted to do was to create a cultural 
environment,” Gay says. “I was not pleased with 
coming here from Philadelphia, because I missed 
that cultural environment. And the best thing I 
could think of was to bring some of the art and 
the culture in because it all fits together so well. 
Music is good, art is good, film is good, and they 
do support each other.”

In addition to cultivating an appreciation for the 
arts, the Dunnes aimed to preserve the culture of 
Bellefonte. Jim and Gay, as a former member of 
the Bellefonte Borough Council and now of the 
borough’s Historic Architectural Review Board, 
dedicated their time to sustain Bellefonte’s  
relevance by maintaining a space representative 
of the past but open to the future.

“You have to preserve environments,” Gay says. 
“It’s not just the building. It’s the neighborhood, 
the landscaping.”

“It’s an economic benefit to Bellefonte,” Jim adds. 
“The architecture brings people in.”

And to Jim, as a member of the garden club, the 
group’s edible gardens, house tours, and daffodil- 
planting campaigns are ways of enhancing a 
space and molding a welcoming environment.

Since 2004, the Dunnes have sponsored Center 
for the Performing Arts presentations that speak 
to their hearts—classical and contemporary music 
ensembles. But they admit that the artist they 
choose to sponsor, at times, has just been the 
luck of the draw.

Kronos Quartet, for example, who the couple 
sponsored in 2009, “is a group that is not likely to 
get here any other way. It’s a type of music that ... 
should come here,” Gay says.

“One thing I like is the commissioning of new 
work. I think audiences should learn to appreciate 
commissioned, new works, because all contem- 
porary, recently composed music is not the same,” 
she says. “I think audiences need to hear a diver-
sity of things, not just those things that they can 
hum along to.”

In recent years, they each have scaled back their 
volunteer commitments, but they still make time 
and set aside resources to help the center fund 
performances.

“There’s that sentiment about giving back and 
giving back and giving back,” Jim says. “We’re 
not giving back.”

“We’re not giving back,” Gay says in agreement. 
“We’re just giving.”

2004–05 2005–06 2006–07 2007–08 2008–09 2009–10 2010–11 2011–12 2012–13 2013–14 2014–15 2015–16 2017–18
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Yo-Yo Ma
photo by Jason Bell
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By George Trudeau

Throughout my career, I have had the honor of 
presenting many times—in both solo recitals 
and in chamber music settings—the extraordi-
nary artist Yo-Yo Ma. Each experience reminds 
me how incredible is Ma’s ability to connect 
with people and audiences, and how his artistry 
on the cello makes hearing him live a uniquely 
personal experience. The sheer joy he has in 
sharing great music is remarkable. 

In November 2017 at Eisenhower Auditorium, 
we were treated to a recital by Ma and his  
long-time musical partner, pianist Kathryn Stott. 
It was a memorable evening.

We were pleased to have the support of Tom 
and Mary Ellen Litzinger as concert sponsors. 
What made the evening even more special for 
me was knowing about the promise Mary Ellen 
had made to her father, who revered Yo-Yo Ma. 
It was an honor for me, with Tom’s generosity, 
as well, to help Mary Ellen honor her commit-
ment to her dad.

See related article on the next page.

Following the performance, Penn State School 
of Music cello students greeted Ma. What a 
special opportunity for those young musicians. 
Center for the Performing Arts members and 
guests, joined by representatives from TIAA, 
the post-performance reception sponsor, joined 
together to thank Ma and Stott for a superlative 
performance.

Renowned cellist’s 
concert a season 
highlight

As musicians, we transcend 
technique in order to seek  
out the truths in our world  
in a way that gives meaning 
and sustenance to individuals 
and communities. That’s art  
for life’s sake.”

Yo-Yo Ma

“

27



Mary Ellen Litzinger—longtime member of the 
Center for the Performing Arts and chairperson 
of its Community Advisory Council—got the 
experience she bargained for when she and hus-
band Tom sponsored a performance by classical 
cellist Yo-Yo Ma and pianist Kathryn Stott.

The story starts in the late 1990s with Mary 
Ellen caring for her dad, Vincent Verzaro. She 
spent many hours sitting with her ailing father, 
and they found common interest in Ma’s sooth-
ing recordings.

“When it became clear that my dad didn’t have 
long to live, we had a conversation where he 
said, ‘If you ever have a chance to share Yo-Yo 
Ma with more people, I want you to do it,’” she 
recalls. “So I kind of put that away and didn’t 
think much about it.”

Fast forward almost two decades. Mary Ellen 
attended an advisory council meeting at which 
center director George Trudeau revealed his 
plan to present Ma in concert. The announce-
ment reminded her of conversations with her 
father that she hadn’t thought of in at least 
eighteen years.

“They just popped into my head,” she says. 
“After the meeting, I jumped up. I said, ‘I’m 
sponsoring Yo-Yo Ma.’”

Litzinger recounts personal 
reason for supporting  
Yo-Yo Ma concert

“Do you know how much money they’re talking 
about?” Trudeau asked.

“You’re crazy,” Tom told her later.

After the shock and excitement wore off, she 
says she had a chance to gather her wits and 
face the financial magnitude of her decision.

“By this time, I’ve kind of come back down to 
Earth,” she says. “I’m thinking, OK, this is going 
to be substantial, but I’m doing this for me. I’m 
doing this for my father, and I made this prom-
ise. This is my legacy. I have to do this.”

The numbers aren’t important to the story, but 
the Litzingers worked out an agreement with 
the center to be the lead sponsors for the  
performance. By all accounts, the concert was 
a success and featured multiple encores, in-
cluding a rousing rendition of “Ave Maria.” But 
for Mary Ellen, the experience was about more 
than just the music.

“The whole evening was just a magical evening 
for me,” she says. “I had to keep pinching  
myself. A couple times, I just sort of looked at 
the ceiling and I said, ‘Dad, how about this? 
Is this good enough for you?’ It looked like 
the biggest mosh pit in the world ... . I thought 
people were going to take this wonderful 
classical musician, and they were going to do 
crowd-surfing. It was wonderful.”

The evening’s pièce de résistance, however, 
was Mary Ellen’s chance at the post-perfor-
mance reception to tell Ma her story. She says 

“If you give from the heart, 
...it’s the easiest thing in the 
world to do ... .” 
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the musician responded, “I understand it was 
your duty but was also for the love you have for 
your father. And that makes this concert more 
special to me.”

Vincent, an electrical engineer who built some 
of the first transistors for the NASA Space 
Shuttle program, “wasn’t particularly musical,” 
Mary Ellen remembers.

“Towards the end of his life, music started to 
occupy him ... . It was lonely, and he needed 
sound. And so he, I think, found that Yo-Yo 
Ma’s music filled a void. When you live alone, 
particularly when you’re older and you’re 
housebound, you need the sound of something 
happening. Yo-Yo Ma was his thing.”

Mary Ellen and her family are no strangers to 
the world of philanthropy. While growing up, 

she says, her family took charitable giving and 
actions “pretty seriously.” This sponsorship 
opportunity, she adds, was “the dream of a 
lifetime.”

“You don’t think you’re ever going to get a 
chance like this to do something that somebody 
asks you to do, basically on their deathbed, 
and I got it,” she says.

Mary Ellen, who took over as advisory council 
chairperson in May, hopes to encourage charity 
among others.

“Philanthropy can be anything. It can be what-
ever you want it to be,” she says. “If you give 
from the heart, whatever it is, it’s the easiest 
thing in the world to do ... . It can be the small-
est thing in the world, but as long as it’s mean-
ingful, that’s all that matters.”

TOM AND MARY ELLEN  

LITZINGER SPONSORSHIP  

HISTORY

2017–18
Yo-Yo Ma and Kathryn Stott

2016–17
Daniel Tiger’s  
Neighborhood LIVE

2016–17
Cirque Éloize in Saloon

2015–16
Sybarite5

2014–15
The Chamber Music Society  
of Lincoln Center

Mary Ellen and Tom Litzinger greet 
Yo-Yo Ma (left) and Kathryn Stott 
(right) backstage at Eisenhower 
Auditorium. Photo by Stephanie 
Swindle.
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Making connections. Building community. Learning 
through doing. The Center for the Performing Arts 
believes in the power of the arts to do all of those 
things, and it provides opportunities throughout 
the season for people of all ages to connect to the 
art forms and artists presented. Promoting lifelong 
learning through the arts is a vital part of what the 
Center for the Performing Arts does to enhance 
and strengthen the community. Much of the  
center’s strength lies in the collaborations created 
with Penn State and community organizations 
throughout Centre County. 

In collaboration with Penn State’s School of 
Theatre and College of Health and Human 
Development, plus the For Good Troupe, a free 
Let’s Dance event took place in September 2017 

Dance and percussion partnerships 
engage the community

on the lawn of University Park’s Ford Building. 
Michele Dunleavy, associate professor of theatre, 
led the crowd—a representation of the com-
munity from preschoolers to elders—through a 
series of choreographed movements to popu-
lar tunes. Theatre students served as leaders, 
dividing the crowd into groups for practice before 
a unison performance. The For Good Troupe, 
which matches children/young adults with Down 
Syndrome with musical theatre students, had a 
featured performance. Alliance for Heroic Hearts, 
a Penn State club in which members dress as 
superheroes to the delight of children, made an 
appearance. The boundless energy and joy of 
the event is a perfect way to kick off the cen-
ter’s community-focused events each season. 
Many thanks to Krista Wilkinson, professor of 

30

Attendees of many ages show off their moves at Salsa 
Social! (upper left) in State College Municipal Building. 
In anticipation of the presentation of DIRTY DANCING, 
participants learn bachata steps (lower left) at the same 
location. Children work on craft projects at Cinderella’s 
Ball (above), an all-ages event at Schlow Centre Region 
Library. Pint-sized percussionists (opposite) bang on 
taiko drums at an Eisenhower Auditorium workshop.
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communications sciences and disorders, and 
Lisa Clapper, education program associate in the 
College of Health and Human Development, and 
all the others who collaborated on this powerful 
and uplifting event.

Another way the Center for the Performing Arts 
built community was through free dance socials. 
Two of the events, which drew capacity crowds, 
took place at State College Municipal Building. 
Another was hosted by Schlow Centre Region 
Library. The Center for the Performing Arts 
partnered with the Penn State Ballroom Dance 
Club to lead community members through a series 
of dance styles. In November 2017, in connection 
with the presentation of Spanish Harlem Orchestra, 
participants learned about salsa dance. Salseros 
from 4 to 70-plus practiced salsa moves accom-
panied by the orchestra’s recorded music. To 
properly prepare princesses—and princes—for the 
center’s presentation of Rodgers + Hammerstein’s 
CINDERELLA, in February 2018 the club taught 

ballroom dance steps to royally-clad community 
members of all ages. The following month, adults 
interested in the DIRTY DANCING style came 
together to learn bachata moves.

A loud and joyful noise emanated from Eisenhow-
er Auditorium on a January 2018 day when more 
than ninety people took part in a workshop led by 
Penn State Taiko in conjunction with the presen-
tation of Yamato: The Drummers of Japan. The 
Penn State percussionists told the crowd about 
the origins of taiko drumming—it was originally 
war music—and demonstrated some dazzling 
drumming. They instructed small groups of young 
drummers in their techniques. A resonant, pound-
ing heartbeat resulted.

Penn State’s clubs and organizations are as varied 
as the students who take part in them. The Center 
for the Performing Arts is grateful for the broad 
depth and scope of the student knowledge and 
their willingness to help educate the community.

31



An important part of the Center for the Performing Arts mission is to connect 
audiences with artists whose voices may be unfamiliar to them. That might be due 
to geographic location, cultural or religious practices, or other qualities that make 
us each unique and worthy of celebrating. Amplifying the center’s efforts into a 
cohesive program has brought cross-campus support and recognition. 

The Diversity and Inclusion Collaborative, which had its inaugural season in 2017–
2018, both encapsulates the project’s goals as well as the method—spreading the 
message that the performing arts can be used as a vehicle to educate and immerse 
people in different ways of seeing the world. The performances and related activities 
included in the first year of the Diversity and Inclusion Collaborative were:

Audiences see  
the world in  
unfamiliar ways
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Lila Downs 

Prior to the singer’s performance, the Penn State Mexican-American Student Associa-
tion created stations in the Eisenhower Auditorium Conference Room depicting various 
facets of Mexican culture, from styles of music that originated in Mexico to the history of 
Mexican visual artists. It was especially gratifying to position students as the holders of 
the wisdom in this case. Center for the Performing Arts patrons enjoyed the discussions 
and the Mexican treats on hand to express Mexican tradition through culinary means.
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The performance combined two powerhouse dance companies 
from Philadelphia: the modern dance company Philadanco! 
and Rennie Harris Puremovement, which brings the hip-hop 
and breakdance styles normally thought of as street dance to 
concert stages around the world. Penn State dance students 
benefitted from a rare opportunity to have instructors from 
both companies combine to teach a master class. Dawn Marie 
Bazemore, a former Philadanco! dancer and the choreographer 
of A Movement for Five, performed on the program, gave a talk 
moderated by Associate Professor of Theatre/Dance Kikora 
Franklin as part of the Arts and Design Research Incubator’s 
lunchtime lecture series.
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Penn State Taiko collaborated with the Center for the Perform-
ing Arts to provide a range of introductory taiko experiences 
for the community. First, the club instructed more than ninety 
people in the history and basics of taiko drumming at a free 
workshop on a Sunday afternoon leading up to the Yamato per-
formance. The club also partnered with the center and the Jana 
Marie Foundation to provide a taiko workshop for middle school 
girls. In addition, club members provided a “petting zoo”-style 
environment in the time prior to the School-Time Matinee for 
early arrivals awaiting the performance. Students were able to 
bang on the drum, feel the reverberation, and sense a tiny bit of 
what the Yamato drummers experience onstage.

Yamato:  
The Drummers  
of Japan

Spanish Harlem 
Orchestra 
 
A salsa dance workshop, in collaboration with the Penn State 
Ballroom Dance Club and the Borough of State College, took 
place in the week leading up to the Spanish Harlem Orchestra  
concert. When the orchestra arrived in State College, four 
members of the band visited two combined Spanish classes to 
converse in Spanish and answer questions posed by students. 
The musicians talked about their lives, their food, their culture, 
and, of course, their music. Later, they opened their rehearsal 
to students in the Penn State jazz program.

vo
ca

lis
t 

Je
re

m
y 

B
os

ch
 p

ho
to

 c
ou

rt
es

y 
of

 S
p

an
is

h 
H

ar
le

m
 O

rc
he

st
ra

p
ho

to
 b

y 
H

iro
sh

i S
eo

35



The dance/percussion ensemble performed a School-Time 
Matinee for several hundred students and educators. Four com-
pany members spoke to two Spanish classes about the gaucho 
culture that inspired the company, showing them the boots they 
wear to perform in and answering questions about Argentine 
culture and life. Other company members gave two workshops, 
one for Penn State School of Theatre students and another for 
mixed-ability participants on the use of their instruments, the 
bombos and the boleadoras. 

Those five performances and related activities were a small percentage of what happened during 
the season, but their impact was large. Providing multiple points of entry for the community to 
experience the different cultures represented by these and other artists the center presents is vital 
to the Center for the Performing Arts mission.

Che Malambo
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Penn State recently notched up the technical 
capabilities for its performing arts programs with 
the installation of a Meyer Sound Leo Family 
reinforcement system in Eisenhower Auditorium. 
At a school renowned for its Nittany Lions athletic 
teams, the new state-of-the-art reinforcement 
system is appropriately anchored by twenty-four 
Lyon line array loudspeakers.

“It’s really a game changer with this system 
hanging in here,” says Tom Hesketh, the center’s 
events manager and de facto technical director. 
“Now we can offer touring acts a better system 
and at a lower expense when you factor in labor 
costs on rental rigs. For example, I just had an 
e-mail conversation with the front of house engi-
neer for Gordon Lightfoot. When I told him what 
we had, his reply was, ‘Oh yeah!’”

Rental systems were a constant necessity as the 
former house system, a decades-old “Voice of the 
Theatre” cluster, was rejected by touring riders 
and was barely adequate for many university 
events. Hesketh had been pushing for an upgrade 
for years. Finally a breakthrough came when 
Dave Brotman of Coatesville-based DBS Audio 
Systems brought in a Leo Family system for an 
annual university event attended by top adminis-
trators, finance personnel, and faculty leaders of 
the College of Arts and Architecture. Following the 
formal event, a demo session featuring both live 
and recorded music proved convincing across  
the board.

“The system exceeded all our expectations,” 
says Hesketh. “To me, one of the more gratifying 

outcomes is that we’ve had three touring Broad-
way shows since we’ve put the system in and the 
A-1’s basically said, ‘Can I use this? If yes, I want 
to leave my rig on the truck.’”

In addition to the main Lyon arrays, the system 
comprises a center array of eight Leopard line 
array loudspeakers, six per side cardioid arrays of 
1100-LFC low frequency control elements, eight 
UPJunior-XP loudspeakers for front fill, and five 
UPQ-1P loudspeakers as balcony delays. The 
system is optimized and managed by four Galileo 
GALAXY 816 processors (networked via AVB/
TSN) while an RMServer enables comprehensive 
remote status monitoring.

The system made its concert debut with the 
big-band jazz of The Birdland All-Stars. (“A good 
one to break it in,” says Hesketh. “Their engineer 
was top flight, and it sounded amazing.”) National 
touring productions of Broadway’s JERSEY BOYS 
and DIRTY DANCING also benefited from the 
upgrade, as did numerous university events, in-
cluding a moving Martin Luther King Jr. memorial 
celebration featuring multiple choral ensembles.  
“I was up in the balcony and the effect was so 
emotional I had tears in my eyes,” Hesketh recalls.

Dr. Barbara Korner, dean of the College of Arts 
and Architecture, who worked with senior admin-
istrators to facilitate the upgrade, considers it a 
significant enhancement to the cultural life of the 
university and community. “We are now able to 
host shows and events that we couldn’t before,” 
she says. “People notice the difference immedi-
ately, as the new system allows our audiences to 

Eisenhower Auditorium Welcomes 

New Era with Meyer 
Sound LEO Family
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experience music and theatrical events at a higher 
level. It’s a joy to sit in the audience and hear 
comments about how much clearer the sound is.”

From his standpoint, Hesketh maintains that Brot-
man of DBS Audio Systems deserves recognition 
for his initiative and follow-through support.

“He stuck his neck out for us,” Hesketh says. 
“Nothing was ever guaranteed, but Dave knew  
I had a vision and he wanted his company to be 
a part of it. And I can’t rave enough about their 
customer support. It’s been very gratifying.”

Katie Rountree, facilities coordinator for the College 
of Arts and Architecture, also expressed her 
appreciation. “I was impressed by the way DBS 
got the work done in the time frame promised, 
in a professional manner, and they went over 
and above by providing the temporary electrical 
service.”

“It was a fitting anniversary celebration for our 
company since DBS turned 25 last year,” notes 
Brotman. “It was a pleasure to work with Barbara, 
Katie, Tom, and the entire staff at the Center for 
the Performing Arts. We’ve been thrilled by the 
response from the university since the system 
was commissioned.”

Eisenhower Auditorium seats 2,585 and features 
the largest permanent stage between Pittsburgh 
and Philadelphia. Opened in 1974 and named in 
honor of former university president Milton Eisen-
hower (brother of the U.S. President), the venue  
hosts about 200 events annually. In addition 
to staging a variety of student and community 
events, Eisenhower Auditorium hosts conferences, 
graduations, and performances by renowned  
classical, jazz, pop, rock, and blues artists.

—Meyer Sound 

Tom Hesketh (upper left), Center for the 
Performing Arts events manager, is thrilled 
with the new sounds filling Eisenhower 
Auditorium.
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School-Time 
Matinees

We are grateful for the opportunity to provide these experienc-
es to central Pennsylvania school children thanks to support 
from the McQuaide Blasko Endowment and the Honey and Bill 
Jaffe Endowment for Audience Development. 

Something new to the School-Time Matinees was engaging stu-
dents and teachers with related content while they waited for the 
performance to begin. Often, especially with school groups that 
travel great distances, kids and teachers arrive early, so having 
the learning extended into a pre-performance engagement aims 
to enhance the experience. Before the School-Time Matinee per-
formance of Yamato, for instance, members of Penn State Taiko 
walked through the aisles with their drums allowing students to 
feel the heft of the drumsticks and the reverberations upon hitting 
the instruments. 

Partners:

40 
schools

53 
homeschooling  
families

11 
Pennsylvania  
counties:

Blair

Centre

Clearfield

Clinton

Huntingdon

Jefferson

Juniata

Lycoming

Mifflin

Northumberland

Snyder
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School-Time Presentations:
Attendance is noted below each listing

Flip FabriQue
Catch Me!
Thursday, October 12

443

Yamato: The Drummers of Japan
Chousensha – The Challengers
Tuesday, January 30

1,116

Mr. Popper’s Penguins
Monday, February 12

1,764 (sold out)

Che Malambo
Thursday, March 15

301

MUMMENSCHANZ
you & me
Monday, April 9

335
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Honora F. “Honey” Jaffe, co-creator of an audi-
ence development endowment at the Center for 
the Performing Arts, passed away September 3, 
2017, at her State College-area home.

Jaffe, who was named an honorary alumna of 
Penn State in 2009, served from 1998–2003 on 
the Center for the Performing Arts Community  
Advisory Council. Along with her husband, 
William A. “Bill” Jaffe, Honey was a member of 
the center at the Director’s Circle and Jazz Train 
levels. In 2008, the Jaffes shared the center’s 
Distinguished Service Award.

“I feel very fortunate to have had the opportunity 
to get to know and become a friend of the amaz-
ing Honey Jaffe,” says George Trudeau, director 
of the Center for the Performing Arts. “Honey’s 
passion for the Center for the Performing Arts 
manifested itself in so many ways. She loved 
attending performances. I always enjoyed her 
enthusiasm when she came in the door for a con-
cert, and in talking with her about prior concerts 
and artists that she had experienced.”

In 2002, the Jaffes established—through a planned 
gift—an endowment at the Center for the Perform- 
ing Arts to support the audience development 
program. A year later they started giving early 
activation funds to finance their intentions until the 
endowment became mature in 2007. They later 
made an additional pledge to the endowment.

The Jaffe endowment has been used to support 
attendance at the School-Time Matinee series 
through direct-mail marketing campaigns targeted 
at educators. Endowment funds also help to off-
set the cost of transporting students to University 
Park to see school-time performances.

“I know that Honey was very proud of her involve-
ment in helping to introduce the performing arts 
to young people from across central Pennsylvania 
through the endowment she established with 
Bill,” Trudeau says. “I continue to be inspired by 
Honey’s passion for making the arts accessible 
to all. She leaves an incredible legacy of service 
and support for the arts at Penn State—and in our 
community and region.”

Friends of Honey from across the country have 
provided donations in her memory, a reminder 
of how many people loved and cherished her. 
Those funds will be used to support attendance 
at School-Time Matinees by special-needs and 
life-skills classes from central Pennsylvania 
school districts.

Honey was a member of the Centre County 
Historical Society. She also served for six years 
on the Friends of the Palmer Museum of Art’s 
advisory board.

She was interested in the graphic arts, art glass, 
and the performing arts. Much of her time was 
spent working on her own art and craft projects. 
She also enjoyed reading and helped to establish 
two book clubs.

Honey was born on July 31, 1941, in Brooklyn, 
New York. She graduated in 1959 from Florida’s 
Coral Gables High School. Five years later, she 
earned a bachelor’s degree in art at the University 
of Miami. She and Bill married on February 12, 
1967.

She is survived by two adult children, Robin and 
Matthew, and three grandchildren.

Jaffe’s gift helps to introduce 
children to the arts
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