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Irish Chamber 
Orchestra
Gérard Korsten, 
conductor
Leon Fleisher, 
pianist	
7:30 p.m. Friday, 
November 4
Eisenhower Auditorium

Adult $45    
University Park Student $22   
18 and Younger $32

The Irish Chamber Orchestra, 
resident ensemble at the Irish World 
Academy of Music and Dance at the 

University of Limerick, earns acco-
lades for the freshness and vibrancy 

of its music-making. American vir-
tuoso Leon Fleisher joins the orches-

tra as soloist for Sergei Prokofiev’s 
Piano Concerto No. 4 in B-flat Major 
(for the left hand), a work commis-

sioned by the one-armed pianist Paul 
Wittgenstein. Fleisher recorded the 

concerto with the Boston Symphony 
in 1991. Conducted by Gérard Korsten, 

music director of the London Mozart 
Players, the orchestra also performs 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s Thamos, 
King of Egypt; contemporary Irish 

composer Mícheál Ó Súilleabháin’s 
Anything Can Happen; and Ludwig 

van Beethoven’s Symphony No. 7 in 
A Major. The orchestra’s performance 
is part of the Imagine Ireland/A Year 

of Irish Arts in America 2011 tour.
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K iribati, Tokelau, and Tuvalu—three 
of the smallest countries in the world—

are on the front lines of climate change. 
Water is Rising brings together thirty-six 

music and dance artists from the tiny 
Pacific nations to celebrate the cultures of 
coral atolls at risk of being submerged by 
rising sea levels. For centuries the history, 

spiritual teachings, and social values of 
the countries—located where the Equator 

meets the International Dateline—have 
been expressed through song and dance. 

Artistic expressions range from elegant, 
sensual, and delicate to exuberant, strong, 

and forceful. The island cultures are 
known for their self-confidence, precision, 

and originality. Water is Rising features 
new songs and dances, plus projected 

images, conveying the performers’ deep 
connections to nature, family, ancestors, 

and religion.

See Time & Tide, an award-winning document-
ary about Tuvalu, at 2 p.m. Sunday, November 6, 
at the State Theatre in downtown State College.

Water 
is Rising
Music and 
Dance of Pacific 
Island Atolls
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
November 8
Eisenhower Auditorium

Adult $38     
University Park Student $10    
18 and Younger $28
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7:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
November 15
Eisenhower Auditorium

Adult $59, $53   
University Park Student $44, $38     
18 and Younger $54, $48

There’s no better way to introduce 
your family to the wonders of live 

theatre than with the magic, the 
mystery, the memory of CATS. 

What began as a musical about cats 
after Andrew Lloyd Webber picked 

up a book of poems in an airport 
bookshop has become one of the 

longest-running shows in Broadway’s 
history. Winner of seven Tony Awards® 

including Best Musical, CATS features 
twenty of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 

timeless melodies, including the 
hit song, “Memory.”

23
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DANIEL TAYLOR AND DEBORAH YORK (opposite)
25

Chamber 
Orchestra of 
the Theatre 
of Early Music 
Daniel Taylor, 
director and 
countertenor 
Deborah York, 
soprano
7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
November 17
Schwab Auditorium

Adult $40    
University Park Student $15    
18 and Younger $32

Canada’s sensational countertenor 
Daniel Taylor directs his Chamber 

Orchestra of the Theatre of Early Music 
in an evening of opera arias and duets 
by George Frideric Handel. Taylor and 

English soprano Deborah York sing emo-
tionally charged selections from Giulio 

Cesare, Rodelinda, Xerses, Rinaldo, and 
Tolomeo. The chamber orchestra fea-

tures six top-flight instrumentalists (two 
violins, viola, cello, harpsichord, and 

double bass or lute). The prolific Taylor, 
a professor of voice at several Canadian 
universities, can be heard on more than 

eighty recordings singing repertoire 
from four centuries. The Times 

of London describes York—who has 
recorded more than twenty-five CDs 

of ancient, operatic, and contemporary 
music—as “an angelic soprano.”
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One of only three actresses to 
earn four Tony Awards, Broadway 

legend Audra McDonald returns to the 
concert stage after four seasons on 
the hit ABC television series Private 

Practice. Joined in her Penn State 
debut by a jazz ensemble, the two-

time Grammy Award winner performs 
an intimate evening of favorite show 

tunes, classic songs from the movies, 
and original pieces written for this ex-
traordinary artist at the height of her 

expressive powers. “Ravishing of voice 
and Olympian of stature,” a New York 
Times reviewer writes, “she’s an over-

whelming presence.” 

Audra 
McDonald	

7:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
November 29
Eisenhower Auditorium

Adult $55     
University Park Student $22     
18 and Younger $39
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“There’s no more gratifying 
sound than that of children singing. 

And there’s no more polished en-
semble of children’s voices than the 

Vienna Boys Choir,” writes a Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram reviewer. Twenty-

five lads with angelic voices perform 
with purity of tone and distinctive 
charm backed by more than 500 

years of Viennese tradition. Dressed in 
their trademark sailor suits and shiny 

black shoes, the 10- to 14-year-olds 
perform a crowd-pleasing repertoire of 

Austrian folk songs and waltzes, 
classical masterpieces, pop tunes,

and holiday favorites.

Vienna 
Boys Choir
	
7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
December 1
Eisenhower Auditorium

Adult $37    
University Park Student $20    
18 and Younger $26
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The Hamburg Symphony Orchestra, 
created in 1957, plays an important role 
in the cultural life of Germany and the 

rest of Europe. Englishman Jeffrey Tate, 
music director of Teatro San Carlo in 
Naples, Italy, and chief conductor of 

the Hamburg Symphony since 2008, 
guides the orchestra on its second 

tour of the United States. Israeli-born 
violinist Guy Braunstein, who trained 

with Pinchas Zuckerman, joins the or-
chestra in a performance of Johannes 
Brahms’ Violin Concerto in D Major. In 
2000 Braunstein, who has performed 

at the world’s most prestigious venues, 
became the youngest concertmaster in 

the history of the Berlin Philharmonic. 
The Hamburg Symphony program 

also features Ralph Vaughan Williams’ 
overture from the symphonic suite The 

Wasps and Antonín Dvořák’s Symphony 
No. 7 in D minor.

Hamburg 
Symphony 
Orchestra
Jeffrey Tate, 
conductor
Guy Braunstein, 
violinist
7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
January 19
Eisenhower Auditorium

Adult $57   
University Park Student $24    
18 and Younger $39
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“Oh, the thinks you can think” 
when Dr. Seuss’ beloved characters 

collide and cavort in a musical caper. 
Adapted for young audiences from 
the Broadway musical, Seussical is 

TheatreworksUSA’s biggest and most 
elaborately staged show ever. Tag 

along with The Cat in the Hat—host, 
emcee, and all-around mischief-
maker—in a romp through Seuss 

stories featuring Horton the elephant, 
tiny dust-speck-dweller JoJo, one-

feathered bird Miss Gertrude McFuzz, 
the amazingly lazy Maysie La Bird, and 
more. Will the planet of Who survive? 

Will Horton pay attention to Gertrude? 
Will Maysie return to her egg? 

Experience an intertwined crazy-quilt 
adventure, in which the day is saved by 
the power of imagination and the most 

miraculous “think” ever.

Seussical
Theatreworks-
USA
	
2 p.m. Sunday, 
January 22
Eisenhower Auditorium

Adult $19   
University Park Student $8    
18 and Younger $13
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Mike Daisey
The Island 
at the Birth 
of the World
	
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
January 24
Schwab Auditorium

Adult $32     
University Park Student $15    
18 and Younger $27

The New York Times describes Mike 
Daisey as “the master storyteller” and 

“one of the finest solo performers of 
his generation.” His monologues weave 

autobiography, gonzo journalism, and 
unscripted performance to tell hilarious 

and heartbreaking stories that make un-
expected connections. In The Island at 

the Birth of the World, directed by Jean-
Michele Gregory, Daisey recounts his 

journey to a South Pacific island whose 
people worship America at the base of 

an erupting volcano. Daisey wrestles 
with the largest questions of what their 

religion can tell us about our deepest val-
ues and the beliefs that lie at the heart 
of our world. Part adventure story and 
part memoir, The Island at the Birth of 

the World explores their culture and ours 
to unearth a human truth between the 

seemingly primitive and achingly modern.

The performance includes mature language.

Mike Daisey is presented in partnership with Ju-
niata College’s Halbritter Center for the 
Performing Arts, where the monologist 

performs The Agony and the Ecstasy of Steve 
Jobs at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, January 26.
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Cuban pianist Chucho Valdés, the 
dean of Latin jazz, has recorded more 

than eighty albums and performed 
with a plethora of elite jazz makers. 

“Whether Chucho Valdés is perform-
ing a gentle ballad or a rousing foot-

stomper, his joy in playing and his love 
of the music always shines through,” 

writes an All About Jazz critic. In 2009 
he formed his newest band. “Valdés 

hasn’t called his band the Afro-Cuban 
Messengers for nothing: it joins much 

of the hard-boppish crispness and per-
cussive punch of Art Blakey’s legend-
ary Jazz Messengers to the traditional 
rhythms and drum textures of Cuban 

dance music,” writes a reviewer for 
Britain’s The Guardian. “The leader’s 

own playing is titanic, from his stirring 
chordwork behind his already inflamed 
soloists to his improvisations of blazing 

trills and cascading runs.”

Chucho Valdés
with the 
Afro-Cuban 
Messengers
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
January 31
Eisenhower Auditorium

Adult $47   
University Park Student $20    
18 and Younger $40
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The Shanghai Chinese Orchestra, 
led by Wang Fujian, became China’s 

first large-scale modern ensemble of 
traditional instruments when it was 

formed in 1952. The orchestra, which 
has performed in more than thirty 
countries, brings its twenty-piece 

chamber ensemble to Penn State. Luo 
Xiaoci, zheng (long zither); Qian Jun, 

dizi (transverse flute); Duan Aiai, erhu 
(bowed two-string fiddle); and the Seven 

Fairies Ensemble, erhu, dizi, yangqin 
(hammered dulcimer), guzheng (plucked 

zither), zhongruan (four-stringed, 
round sound box plucked instrument), 
and pipa (four-stringed, pear-shaped 
plucked instrument) are the featured 

soloists in a program of music from the 
orchestra’s Elegant Music Series. The 

concert includes the works Relic, Drum 
Fantasia, In the Still of the Night, Moon’s 

Reflection on Er-Quan, Sword Dance, 
Like a Dream, The Rainbow Skirt and the 
Feathered Coat, Jijiruling, and Moonlight 

on the Spring River.

Shanghai 
Chinese 
Orchestra
Chamber 
Ensemble
7:30 p.m. Saturday, 
February 4
Schwab Auditorium

Adult $48     
University Park Student $20     
18 and Younger $38
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China’s first independent contem-
porary dance company is the creation 
of an acclaimed dancer and choreog-
rapher born in China to ethnic Korean 

parents. Jin Xing earned accolades 
as her country’s best dancer and by 

age 19 had moved to New York City to 
study with modern dance icons Martha 
Graham, Merce Cunningham, and José 

Limón. She then performed with en-
sembles in Italy and Belgium. Following 

six years in the West, she returned to 
China. Shanghai Tango features ten 

pieces that mix East and West in dance, 
music, and costumes. A Chinese folk 

tale about a mother divided between 
husband and lover inspired the title 

piece. Shanghai Tango’s sensual dance 
doesn’t include tango, but the use of 

music by Astor Piazzolla lends a tango 
influence. Shanghai Tango provides a 

glimpse at contemporary Shanghai, 
a cosmopolitan city that melds 

cultures and passions.

Jin Xing 
Dance Theatre 
Shanghai
Shanghai 
Tango
	
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
February 8
Eisenhower Auditorium

Adult $40    
University Park Student $15     
18 and Younger $30



Scenes from the Berkeley Rep and Original Broadway productions of AMERICAN IDIOT. (Photos by Paul Kolnik & Doug Hamilton)
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Direct from Broadway, the smash-
hit musical AMERICAN IDIOT tells the 
story of three lifelong friends forced 

to choose between their dreams and 
the safety of suburbia. Based on Green 

Day’s Grammy Award-winning multi-
platinum album and featuring the hits 

“Boulevard of Broken Dreams,” “21 
Guns,” “Wake Me Up When September 

Ends,” “Holiday,” and the blockbuster 
title track, AMERICAN IDIOT boldly 
takes the American musical where 

it’s never gone before. With direction 
by Michael Mayer (Spring Awaken-

ing), choreography by Steven Hoggett 
(Black Watch), and orchestrations and 

arrangements by Tom Kitt (Next to 
Normal), the result is an experience 
Charles Isherwood of The New York 

Times declares “thrilling, emotionally 
charged, and as moving as any Broad-

way musical I’ve seen this year!”

The performance includes mature themes 
and language.

7:30 p.m. Tuesday 
and Wednesday, 
February 28 and 29
Eisenhower Auditorium

Adult $59, $53     
University Park Student $44, $38     
18 and Younger $54, $48
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Spirit of Uganda’s performers, aged 
8 to 18, share the music and dance 

of their lush and diverse East African 
homeland, while serving as ambassa-

dors for Uganda’s 2.4 million orphans. 
The children personify the resilience 

and promise of Africa’s next gen-
eration as they promote awareness of 
Uganda’s dual crises of AIDS and civil 

war. Spirit of Uganda, with Artistic 
Director Peter Kasule as master of cer-
emonies, celebrates cultural roots and 
contemporary creations with standing 

drums, dramatic choreography, layered 
rhythms, and call-and-response vocals. 

“Whatever these performers do, in 
whatever different bright attire, they do 

with discipline, fervor, and joy,” writes 
a Village Voice reviewer. “The pound-
ing feet and agile bodies, the drums 
and vibrant human voices all send a 

message—one of courage and hope.” 

Spirit of 
Uganda
	
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 13
Eisenhower Auditorium

Adult $38    
University Park Student $15  
18 and Younger $28
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The swinging Jazz at Lincoln Center 
Orchestra, featuring fifteen of the finest 

jazz soloists and ensemble players in 
America, has been the Jazz at Lincoln 

Center resident ensemble since 1988. If 
one person embodies the past, present, 

and future of jazz, it’s orchestra leader 
Wynton Marsalis. The trumpeter, com-

poser, artistic director, and educator 
has performed five times with the 

orchestra before large and enthusiastic 
Penn State audiences. Jazz at Lincoln 

Center, which Marsalis directs, has 
become the world’s foremost cultural 
and educational resource devoted to 

jazz. The versatile orchestra entertains 
in New York City, across the United 

States, and around the globe in concert 
halls, dance venues, jazz clubs, and 

public parks. The big band also per-
forms with symphony orchestras, ballet 

troupes, jazz students, and an ever-
expanding roster of guest artists.

Jazz at Lincoln 
Center 
Orchestra
with Wynton 
Marsalis
	
7:30 p.m. Friday, 
March 16
Eisenhower Auditorium

Adult $55   
University Park Student $25    
18 and Younger $48
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The Brentano String Quartet—
named for Antonie Brentano, whom 

some scholars think was Ludwig van 
Beethoven’s “Immortal Beloved”—

performs the second concert in a three-
season Center for the Performing Arts 

program featuring all of Beethoven’s 
string quartets. The quartet’s playing is 
“passionate, uninhibited, and spellbind-
ing,” raves a critic for The Independent 
of London. A Philadelphia Inquirer re-
viewer praises the ensemble’s “seem-

ingly infallible instincts for finding 
the center of gravity in every phrase 
and musical gesture.” Violinists Mark 

Steinberg and Serena Canin and violist 
Misha Amory founded the quartet in 
1992. Cellist Nina Lee joined in 1998. 

Brentano has been ensemble-in-
residence at Princeton University since 

1999. The program includes the quar-
tets in F Major, Op. 18, No. 1; B-flat 

Major, Op. 130; and B-flat Major, Op. 133, 
Grosse Fuge. 

Brentano 
String 
Quartet
7:30 p.m. Friday, 
March 23
Schwab Auditorium

Adult $40    
University Park Student $15     
18 and Younger $32
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Seatbelts everyone! The Magic 
School Bus™ celebrates its twenty-fifth 

anniversary with an all-new musical 
adventure produced by Maximum 

Entertainment in association with Bay 
Area Children’s Theatre and Oregon 

Children’s Theatre. Ms. Frizzle’s 
students are putting on a play about 
global warming, and they need some 

cold, hard facts. The Friz and her reptil-
ian sidekick, Liz, know just where to find 

them. This is no ordinary field trip, as a 
hop on the Magic School Bus takes the 
class and the audience on a whirlwind 

tour. From the Arctic to the Equator, 
they see telltale signs of climate change 

and learn how conservation, recycling, 
and alternative energy can make a 

difference. Ms. Frizzle and her class are 
up for the climate challenge. Are you? 

The Magic 
School Bus™ 
LIVE! 
The Climate 
Challenge
2 p.m. Sunday, 
April 1
Eisenhower Auditorium

Adult $21    
University Park Student $11    
18 and Younger $14
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Sitar superstar Anoushka Shankar 
unites the passionate and diverse 

music of Spain with the vibrant, an-
cient forms of the Indian classical 

tradition. Tracing the musical com-
monalities of the Romani people’s jour-

ney from Rajasthan through Iran, Iraq, 
and Armenia on the way to settling in 

Spain, Shankar re-forges the link, sepa-
rated by a thousand years, between 

Spanish and Indian music. Immersing 
herself in flamenco, fandango, buleria, 

and tango, Shankar has collaborated 
with renowned flamenco producer 

Javier Limón and gifted Spanish musi-
cians to develop a new sound that re-
interprets Iberian genres within Indian 

ragas and rhythms. Using sitar, tabla, 
bansuri flute, percussion, Spanish gui-

tar, and voice, Shankar and her band 
create a mesmerizing collection 

of new tunes.

Anoushka 
Shankar
Flamenco
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 4
Eisenhower Auditorium

Adult $36    
University Park Student $15    
18 and Younger $26
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The classic Mel Brooks movie is 
ALIVE! Have a monstrously good time 

at this spectacular new production, 
winner of the 2008 Outer Critics Circle 

Award and the Broadway.com Audience 
Award for Best Musical. Don’t miss the 

sensational cast delivering all your favor-
ite moments from the classic film, plus 

brand-new, show-stopping numbers for 
the stage, including “Transylvania Mania,” 

“He Vas My Boyfriend,” and “Puttin’ on 
the Ritz.” This wickedly inspired re-

imagining of the Frankenstein legend 
follows bright young Dr. Frankenstein 

(that’s Fronkensteen) as he attempts to 
create a monster—but not without scary 

and hilarious complications. The brains 
behind the laughter is mad genius and 

three-time Tony-winner Brooks himself—
who wrote the music and lyrics and co-
wrote the book—along with his record-

breaking team from The Producers, five-
time Tony-winning director and chore-

ographer Susan Stroman and three-time 
Tony-winning writer Thomas Meehan.

7:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 11
Eisenhower Auditorium

Adult $59, $53   
University Park Student $44, $38     
18 and Younger $54, $48
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Diavolo company members are 
dancers, gymnasts, actors, and athletes. 

First and foremost, though, they’re team-
mates. Jacques Heim, the French-born 

artistic director who founded the Los 
Angeles troupe in 1992, guides his ten 
performers in collaboratively develop-
ing work on oversized surrealistic sets 

and everyday structures. Diavolo ex-
plores isolation, fear, destiny, survival, 

faith, modernization, and danger in the 
shadow of a technological world. The 
company’s appearance at Penn State 

features the world premiere of a work 
commissioned by the Center for the 

Performing Arts. The program also in-
cludes Fearful Symmetries, which starts 

and ends with a cube illuminating the 
parallel between mathematics and the 
human soul, and Trajectoire, a visceral 
journey set on a twenty-first-century 
galleon tossing on a sea of emotions. 

This project is made possible in part by a 
grant from the Association of Performing Arts  
Presenters Creative Campus Innovations Grant 
Program, funded by the Doris Duke Charitable 

Foundation.

Diavolo
7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
April 19
Eisenhower Auditorium

Adult $40    
University Park Student $15   
18 and Younger $30
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The Los Angeles Guitar Quartet 
makes music without boundaries. For 

more than thirty years the Grammy-
winning ensemble’s four virtuosos, each 
possessing musical strengths in particu-

lar genres, have enlivened concert 
stages with multicultural programs 

ranging from Bach to bluegrass. The 
Penn State program highlights the 

quartet’s signature mix of classical fa-
vorites and far-ranging explorations. 
Experience classical works by Luigi 

Boccherini, Manuel de Falla, and Claude 
Debussy; jazz tunes by Miles Davis, Bill 
Evans, and John Coltrane; and Spanish 

Renaissance music from the time of 
Miguel de Cervantes. “The world’s hot-

test classical ensemble or its tightest 
pop band? However it helps you to 

think about the LAGQ,” writes a Los 
Angeles Times critic, “keep the empha-
sis on superlatives for its unrivaled joy, 

technical élan, and questing spirits.” 

Los Angeles 
Guitar 
Quartet
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 24
Schwab Auditorium

Adult $40     
University Park Student $15     
18 and Younger $32



Buy tickets to individual presentations 
or create your own Choice series—and 
receive a 10-percent discount and 
other benefits—by purchasing together 
tickets to four or more Center for the 
Performing Arts presentations. School 
of Music concerts do not qualify for a 
Choice series. 

PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE, 
BY PHONE, OR IN PERSON

www.cpa.psu.edu
814-86±-0255
1-800-ARTS-TIX

EISENHOWER AUDITORIUM
corner of Shortlidge and Eisenhower roads, 
University Park campus
weekdays 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

PENN STATE TICKETS DOWNTOWN
in the Penn State Downtown Theatre Center
146 S. Allen St., State College
weekdays 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

HUB-ROBESON CENTER INFORMATION DESK
Pollock Road, University Park campus
weekdays 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
when Penn State classes are in session
fall and spring semesters

BRYCE JORDAN CENTER
corner of University Drive and Curtin Road, 
University Park campus
weekdays 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

A downloadable order form is available at www.cpa.psu.edu. 
If you do not have Internet access but want an order form, 
phone the Arts Ticket Center at 814-863-0255 
or 1-800-ARTS-TIX.

GROUP DISCOUNTS

A group of fifteen or more receives a discount of 20 percent 
off the regular ticket prices for all Center for the Performing 
Arts presentations.

814-865-5340
1-800-ARTS-TIX
arts-group-sales@psu.edu

The group discounts office is at Penn State Tickets Downtown 
in the Penn State Downtown Theatre Center, 
146 S. Allen St., State College. 

CREATE YOUR OWN DISCOUNTED CHOICE SERIES
OR SELECT INDIVIDUAL-PERFORMANCE TICKETS

BEFORE ORDERING, YOU SHOULD KNOW

Complimentary parking is provided in the Eisenhower Parking 
Deck for patrons attending performances presented by the 
Center for the Performing Arts. 

To sit with friends or relatives, you must purchase tickets 
at the same time.

The price of each ticket may include a county/regional impact 
fee and/or other applicable fees. 
       
Seating for latecomers is not reserved. 
      
Everyone, including children of all ages, must have a ticket 
for admission. 
      
Audio and visual recording devices are not permitted 
in our venues.

All artists, programs, dates, and times are subject to change. 

EXCHANGE TICKETS

Choice series buyers may exchange Choice-event tickets 
for another Center for the Performing Arts 2011–2012 pre-
sentation without paying a service fee. Individual-event 
ticket buyers may exchange for another 2011–2012 
presentation for a $4-per-ticket fee. 

If you can’t attend one of the performances for which you 
purchased tickets, you may return those tickets prior to the 
presentation and apply the face value toward the purchase 
of another event. 

For Choice buyers only, if you’re not sure at the time you 
return tickets which other performance you want to attend, 
we’ll hold a credit in your account until you decide. If you 
haven’t used your credit by the end of the 2011–2012 season, 
we’ll provide you with a receipt for a tax-deductible contri-
bution in the amount of your credit. 

Tickets must be returned to the Arts Ticket Center at 
Eisenhower Auditorium or Penn State Tickets Downtown no 
later than noon on the day of a weeknight performance or 
by noon on the Friday before a weekend performance. 
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KEEP IN MIND
SPECIAL NEEDS

We’re committed to making the arts accessible to all patrons. 
Wheelchair seating is available in Eisenhower and Schwab 
auditoriums. A number of appropriately located seats have 
been reserved for our patrons with disabilities, and, upon 
advance request, sign language interpretation is available for 
our performances and educational activities. For our hearing-
impaired patrons, Eisenhower is equipped with an infrared 
listening system, and Schwab has an induction-loop system. 
Our publications, including OnStage performance programs, 
are available in large-print or alternative media upon request. 
Live audio description, which can enhance appreciation 
of what’s taking place on stage, is provided for selected 
performances. Audio description, when provided, is available 
to all ticket holders.

Contact the Arts Ticket Center, at 814-863-0255, for your 
special needs.

AUDIO DESCRIPTION

Audio description—available at no extra charge to ticket 
holders—offers live verbal description of the visual elements 
of selected performances. Especially helpful to patrons with 
sight-loss, audio description can also improve information 
processing for people with learning disabilities. The service’s 
trained audio describers use a transmitter and microphone 
to relay a pictorial description to patrons wearing earpieces 
attached to palm-sized receivers. Audio description clarifies 
details and provides background information, but it doesn’t 
interfere with other key audible elements of a performance.

Look for the audio description logo on the page for each 
performance for which the service is provided.
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GETTING HERE AND PARKING

We want your performance-day experience to be 
enjoyable—even before you reach the front doors of 
our venues. We recommend you park in Eisenhower 
Parking Deck, located behind Eisenhower Auditorium. 
Complimentary parking in the Eisenhower deck is provided 
for patrons attending Center for the Performing Arts 
presentations. If you’re attending one of our presentations 
in Schwab Auditorium, park at the Eisenhower deck and take 
a short trolley ride across campus. The shuttle to and from 
Schwab, like the parking, won’t cost you a thing.

For more information, visit www.cpa.psu.edu and click on 
DIRECTIONS.

ARTISTIC VIEWPOINTS

Artistic Viewpoints, an informal moderated discussion that 
provides insight from a visiting artist or local expert, is 
offered at the event venue one hour before each Center for 
the Performing Arts presentation—except Hot Peas ’N Butter, 
Seussical, Mike Daisey in The Island at the Birth of the World, 
and The Magic School Bus LIVE! The Climate Challenge—and 
is free for ticket holders. Artistic Viewpoints for Eisenhower 
presentations regularly fills to capacity. Seating is available 
on a first-arrival basis.

KIDS CONNECTIONS

Kids Connections, which is free for ticket holders and 
includes a craft-centered, child-friendly activity, takes place 
in Eisenhower Auditorium one hour before Hot Peas ’N 
Butter, Seussical, and The Magic School Bus LIVE! The Climate 
Challenge. Due to space and time restrictions, participation 
is limited.

DANCE ICON PAUL TAYLOR 
TO RECEIVE MEDAL

Paul Taylor, the only survivor of the geniuses who 
created modern dance, has earned a host of awards and 
commendations recognizing his accomplishments as a 
dancer, choreographer, and artistic director. Now he’s going 
to garner another honor. Taylor, whose Paul Taylor Dance 
Company performs October 13 at Eisenhower Auditorium as 
part of a residency at University Park, comes to Penn State 
to receive the Institute for the Arts and Humanities Medal for 
Distinguished Contributions to the Arts and Humanities. It’s 
the highest honor the University bestows on an artist, and no 
one is more deserving of it than Taylor. The award ceremony 
is scheduled to take place before the dance company’s 
performance.  



One of Pennsylvania’s major cultural re-
sources, the Center for the Performing 
Arts is recognized among the top tier 
of university performing arts centers in 
the United States.

About 65 percent of Center for the Per-
forming Arts income comes from ticket 
sales revenue combined with Penn State 
support. 

Membership support makes a real dif-
ference in the programs the Center for 
the Performing Arts is able to offer to 
the community. Your support is the 
bridge that brings artists and audiences 
together.

When you become a member of the 
Center for the Performing Arts, you join 
hundreds of people who believe the per-
forming arts are important to the vitality 
of our region and who share our mission 
of enriching lives through inspiring expe-
riences.

Please join us.

Choose to become a member when you 
purchase tickets, or visit our website at 
www.cpa.psu.edu and click on JOIN. 
For more information about membership, 
contact Dave Shaffer, assistant director 
for special programs, at 814-863-1167 
or DaveShaffer@psu.edu.

Our membership categories and 
the benefits they include:

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE ($3,000 and more)
Invitation for two to an exclusive recognition event for 
   Leadership Circle members
Reserved season parking space for Center for the Performing       	
   Arts presentations
Total of six tickets for friends to a performance of choice *
Plus benefits of Director’s Circle

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE ($2,000 to $2,999)
Name recognition in Eisenhower Auditorium lobby
Invitation for two to an exclusive recognition event for 
   Director’s Circle members
Season access to preferred parking for Center for the 
   Performing Arts presentations
Total of four tickets for friends to a performance of choice *
Plus benefits of Encore Circle

MEMBERS MAKE IT HAPPEN
ENCORE CIRCLE ($1,000 to $1,999)
Access to exclusive ticketing assistance and premium seating   	
   based upon availability
Two tickets for friends to a performance of choice *
Plus benefits of Advocate

ADVOCATE ($500 to $999)
Invitation to the season celebration
Invitation to recognition luncheon with the director 
   and inside look at the Center for the Performing Arts
Plus benefits of Partner

PARTNER ($250 to $499)
Advance notice and pre-sale ticket opportunities for special   	
   events added throughout the year
Plus benefits of Friend

FRIEND ($150 to $249)
Advance purchase privilege for Center for the Performing Arts 	
   premium ticket packages
Recognition in OnStage, our performance program
Plus benefits of Member

MEMBER ($50 to $149)
First opportunity to purchase Center for the Performing Arts 	
   tickets 
Advance notice of the season schedule
Recognition listing in the Center for the Performing Arts 
   annual report

THE JAZZ TRAIN 
A special membership category that helps to present world-
class jazz artists. 
With a gift of $250 or more, the benefits include:
Invitations to performance-related receptions 
Advance purchase privilege for Center for the Performing Arts         	
   ticket packages
First opportunity to purchase Center for the Performing 
   Arts tickets 
Advance notice of the season schedule
Recognition in OnStage, our performance program
Recognition listing in the Center for the Performing Arts 
   annual report

* Based upon availability and contractual obligations. Value will be provided on gift receipt.
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THANK YOU
PROGRAM SPONSORS * 
AT&T
John L. Brown Jr. and Marlynn Steele   		
  Sidehamer Endowment
Nina C. Brown Endowment
Norma and Ralph Condee Chamber Music 	
  Endowment
Corvette America
Designer’s Studio
Gay D. Dunne and James H. Dunne
Foxdale Village, A Quaker-Directed
  Continuing Care Retirement Community
Don and Mary Ellen Fisher
Glenn and Nancy Gamble
Robert and Helen Harvey
Hoag’s Catering/Celebration Hall
Kish Bank
McQuaide Blasko Endowment
Nittany Eye Associates
Penn State Hospitality Services
Penn State International Dance Ensemble 	
  Endowment
Dotty and Paul Rigby
Lynn Sidehamer
The Village at Penn State Life Care 	   	
  Retirement Community
Sandra Zaremba and Richard Brown

* as of April 7, 2011

ARTS ENDOWMENTS
Lynn Donald Breon Endowment * 
John L. Brown Jr. and Marlynn Steele 		
  Sidehamer Endowment  
Richard Robert Brown Program Endowment 
Norma and Ralph Condee Chamber Music 	
  Endowment 
Eisenhower Auditorium Endowment

Helen and Sidney S. Friedman Endowment 
Glenn and Nancy Gamble Endowment 
Hall-LeKander Endowment 
William E. McTurk Endowment * 
Penn State International Dance Ensemble 	
  Endowment 
Gerald B. M. and Sylvia Stein Endowment *

* Future pledged endowment

ARTS ENDOWMENT 
BENEFACTORS
Nina C. Brown Endowment
McQuaide Blasko Endowment 
Honey and Bill Jaffe Endowment 

GRANTS
Association of Performing Arts Presenters 	
  Creative Campus Innovations Grant Program
Central Pennsylvania Convention and 
  Visitors Bureau
Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts
New England Foundation for the Arts 		
  National Dance Project
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts
University Park Allocation Committee

PENN STATE CREATIVE 
CAMPUS INNOVATIONS 
GRANT PROGRAM PARTNERS 
AND SUPPORTERS
Center for Research in Design and Innovation
College of Engineering
Institute for the Arts and Humanities
Office of the Associate Dean for   	    	
  Administration, Research, and Graduate   	
  Studies, College of Arts and Architecture

Office of the Associate Dean for  	        	
  Undergraduate Studies and Outreach, 
  College of Arts and Architecture
Office of the Dean, College of Arts 
  and Architecture
Office of the Executive Vice President 
  and Provost
Office of the President
Office of Undergraduate Education
Office of the Vice President for Research 
  and Dean of the Graduate School
Stuckeman School of Architecture and 		
  Landscape Architecture 
The Arboretum at Penn State
The Learning Factory 

OTHER PENN STATE 
PROGRAM PARTNERS
Asian Studies Program
Commission on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
  and Transgender Equity
Confucius Institute
Institute for the Arts and Humanities
Misciagna Family Center for the Performing  	
  Arts (Altoona)
Paterno Fellows Program
School of Music
School of Theatre Dance Program
Schreyer Honors College
University Office of Global Programs

MORE PROGRAM PARTNERS 
Centre County Office of Aging 
Juniata College’s Halbritter Center 
  for the Performing Arts
The State Theatre

SCHOOL OF MUSIC FEATURE
Penn State’s School of Music offers a total of more than 300 concerts 
a year in Eisenhower and Schwab auditoriums, Esber Recital Hall, 
Pasquerilla Spiritual Center, and other University Park venues. For 
a complete concert listing, go to http://music.psu.edu. 

Mosaic
4 p.m. Sunday, December 4
Eisenhower Auditorium

Adult $25     Student $10   
Buy in advance and save 40 percent. * 

A thrilling, fast-paced performance 
featuring Penn State’s Philharmonic 
Orchestra, Concert Choir, Glee Club, 
Symphonic Wind Ensemble, Centre 
Dimensions, and more! Large ensem-
bles give way to soloists. Jazz follows 
seventeenth-century masterworks. 
Voices resound in the balconies while 
instrumentalists take the stage. Em-
bark on an exhilarating sonic and 
visual musical journey.

* Tickets must be purchased before the day of the 
concert to be eligible for the 40 percent discount.
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Students Grace Kim and Caleb Thomas perform 
at the December 2010 Mosaic concert. 
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The sixth annual President’s Concert, 
hosted by Penn State President Gra-
ham Spanier, returns to Pittsburgh’s 
Heinz Hall February 28. Join the 
Philharmonic Orchestra, directed by 
Gerardo Edelstein, on the eve of the 
Heinz Hall appearance to preview its 
Pittsburgh performance. The preview 
features Bartok’s The Miraculous 
Mandarin Suite, plus the 2012 con-
certo audition winner. 

* Tickets must be purchased before the day of the 
concert to be eligible for the 40 percent discount.  

Members of the Penn State Philharmonic pose 
outside Carnegie Hall before the ensemble’s 
President’s Concert performance at the historic 
New York City venue in March 2010.

President’s 
Concert: 
A Sneak Preview
8 p.m. Monday, February 27
Eisenhower Auditorium

Adult $12     Student $4   
Buy in advance and save 40 percent. * 

SCHOOL OF MUSIC FEATURE
©
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Gretchen Parlato
Friday, September 30 (SA)

Hot Peas ’N Butter
2 p.m. Sunday, October 2

St. Lawrence String Quartet
Tuesday, October 11 (SA)

Paul Taylor Dance Company
Thursday, October 13

IN THE HEIGHTS
Tuesday, October 18

AnDa Union
Music of Mongolia 

Tuesday, October 25

Anat Cohen Quartet
Thursday, October 27 (SA)

National Acrobats of China
Wednesday, November 2

Irish Chamber Orchestra
Gérard Korsten, conductor

Leon Fleisher, pianist
Friday, November 4

CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS AT PENN STATE 
Performances begin at 7:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted. Performances are in Eisenhower 

Auditorium unless indicated as being in Schwab Auditorium (SA). Performances listed in blue 
are School of Music presentations. Artists, programs, dates, and times are subject to change. 

Water is Rising
Music and Dance
of Pacific Island Atolls
Tuesday, November 8

CATS
Tuesday, November 15

Chamber Orchestra 
of the Theatre of Early Music 
Daniel Taylor, director 
and countertenor 
Deborah York, soprano
Thursday, November 17 (SA)

Audra McDonald
Tuesday, November 29

Vienna Boys Choir
Thursday, December 1

Mosaic
4 p.m. Sunday, December 4

more events (over)

2011 2012

Follow us on Facebook®
PENN STATE CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS



Hamburg Symphony Orchestra
Jeffrey Tate, conductor

Guy Braunstein, violinist
Thursday, January 19

Seussical 
TheatreworksUSA

2 p.m. Sunday, January 22

Mike Daisey
The Island at the Birth of the World

Tuesday, January 24 (SA)

Chucho Valdés
with the Afro-Cuban Messengers

Tuesday, January 31

Shanghai Chinese Orchestra
Chamber Ensemble

Saturday, February 4 (SA)

Jin Xing Dance Theatre Shanghai
Shanghai Tango

Wednesday, February 8

President’s Concert: 
A Sneak Preview

8 p.m. Monday, February 27

AMERICAN IDIOT
Tuesday and Wednesday, 
February 28 and 29

Spirit of Uganda
Tuesday, March 13

Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra
with Wynton Marsalis
Friday, March 16

Brentano String Quartet
Friday, March 23 (SA)

The Magic School Bus LIVE!
The Climate Challenge
2 p.m. Sunday, April 1

Anoushka Shankar
Flamenco
Wednesday, April 4

YOUNG FRANKENSTEIN
Wednesday, April 11

Diavolo
Thursday, April 19

Los Angeles Guitar Quartet
Tuesday, April 24 (SA)

CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS AT PENN STATE 
Performances begin at 7:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted. Performances are in Eisenhower 

Auditorium unless indicated as being in Schwab Auditorium (SA). Performances listed in blue  
are School of Music presentations. Artists, programs, dates, and times are subject to change. 
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This publication is available in alternative 
media on request.

The Pennsylvania State University is committed to the policy that all persons 
shall have equal access to programs, facilities, admission, and employment 
without regard to personal characteristics not related to ability, performance, 
or qualifications as determined by University policy or by state or federal 
authorities. It is the policy of the University to maintain an academic and work 
environment free of discrimination, including harassment. The Pennsylvania 
State University prohibits discrimination and harassment against any person 
because of age, ancestry, color, disability or handicap, national origin, race, 
religious creed, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or veteran status. 
Discrimination or harassment against faculty, staff, or students will not be 
tolerated at The Pennsylvania State University. Direct all inquiries regarding 
the nondiscrimination policy to the Affirmative Action Director, The Pennsylvania 
State University, 328 Boucke Building, University Park PA 16802-5901; 
tel. 814-865-4700/V, 814-863-1150/TTY. U.Ed. ARC 11-168
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